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Effects of delayed harvest on production of maize in loess area
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Abstract: The experiment was conducted to analyze the effects of delayed harvest on the grain weight per plant,
1000-grain weight and dry matter transport in plant organs of maize. The results show that reasonable delayed harvest
could produce an obvious yield-increasing effect. When the harvesting time was delayed for 15 days, the transport amount

of dry matter from plant organs of spring and summer maize was 28.89 g and 23.81 g respectively, and the contribution

rate of leaves and stem to grains was about 80% . For spring maize, the grain weight per plant increased 29.2 g, the dai-
ly increase of grain weight per plant was 1.95 g, the 1000-grain weight increased 53.8 g, the daily increase of 1000-
grain weight was 3.58 g, the yield increased 1 336.5 kg-hm™2, and the increase rate of yield was 16.6% ; for summer
maize, the grain weight per plant increased 31 g, the daily increase of grain weight per plant was 2.1 g, the 1000-grain
weight increased 81.7 g, the daily increase of 1000-grain weight was 5.5 g, the yield increased 1 488.0 kg*hm~2, and

the increase rate of yield was 18.9% .
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Fig.1 The influence of delayed harvest on grain weight per plant, 1000-grain weight and yield
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